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00 4-15-64 Inspector Halley received a call from J. Lee Rankin 
II in Kev york City. It Till be noted that on 4 -17-64. the Commission --v i 
I 1 contemplates interrogating functionaries of the Communist Party fcP) in T 
i J K«* York concerning their knowledge of Oswald. tC. . ,.j* ; _•<..= > ?: y- r 

t: • 7 £ -0 ^ 

*"' y - * S&-® Rankin made reference to the report of Special Agent' ' ” ' 

Thomas P. Estep date* 12-18-63 at Cincinnati, Rankin noted '“X 

that the report referred to a meeting which occ.tfrred &t Wheeling, ” “ V 
| firginia, on 12—8—63. Mr. Rankin noted theft; thi report was marked ”* 

ill "Confidential” and he wanted to know if, in talking to CP people, it • u 
, l Toyld be satisfactory for him to ask questions concerning the details ‘ ^ 
of the meeting without interfering with any of our’ Opera tions. LL-- S 

iri- 4 • V - '• 

The report in ratio n contains information furnished by £ 

f i Confidential Informant g^LLL:y/ who advised that Arnold Johnson of ‘ 1 " ' t 

i* j Few York City, public relations man for the CP, gave ® talk dealing'-' f 

j. )| with the assassination of President Kennedy. The information, while * 

[ | helpful, does not add anything of particular significance to the Oswald C 

• investigation and is generally self-serving to the CP. • 
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It would be highly undesirable for the Commission t©_ 

'louestion CP functionaries concerning the particular meeting* 

Questioning would not add to the investigation of the President a 
assassination and could only lead to uncovering valuable informants 
who are enabling us to stay abreast of CP activities in their 
particular locality. Lis 
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— It is, therefore, recommended that Inspector Halley - 

%> tactfully advise too Rankin that any reference to this particular 
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r;> • aeeting or the contents of our classified report $**>'& ^ Qn& to v- *'-■**■ 7 s *• 
Q" uncover valuable informants of the Bureau. r r ■» "y”*--' ' ^ 
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